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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – May 6, 2019 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Roberta Visser, Linda Hunt 
and Jane Johnson.  
 
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco, Robert Goodrich 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Swanzey Town Administrator Michael Branley and Director of Planning and Community Development Matthew 
Bachler 
 
MINUTES 

o Meeting Minutes of April 1, 2019 were considered. Motion by Hunt to approve the Minutes of April 1, 
2019. There was a second by Johnson. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Public Input – the chair asked for public input and there was none. 
 
Mt. Cresson Management Forestry Plan – Status 
Smith passed out a copy of the contract with Meadowsend Consulting Co. serving as foresters for the Town of 
Swanzey.  
 
Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) Landowner letter status 
Smith said he learned from Jeff Littleton that he has received four responses thus far to the NRI letter. Smith said 
two said “yes” allowing Littleton to walk the property and two said “no” regarding access to property. Smith 
spoke about possible duplication of work for Mt. Cresson, so Meadowsend Consulting Co. who are foresters for 
the Town and already working with Mt. Cresson are going to take care of that and not Moosewood. 
 
Smith said he tried to respond to one person who requested more information but has been unsuccessful thus 
far. 
 
Lake Host Program – Funding 
Branley was present to ask the Commission to support the Lake Host Program and after a brief discussion the 
members agreed. 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to expend $1,500 for the Lake Host Program. There was a second by Johnson 
and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
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Illegal Dumping Yale Forest Property  
Johnson said the dumping has been cleaned up but it is not known as to who did so. Bachler said he spoke to 
Joseph Orefice, Director of Yale Forestry, about the possibility of putting up a gate. It was thought that it might be 
Swanzey Department of Public Works (DPW) but Director Glenn Smith passed by during the meeting and said it 
wasn’t DPW who did the cleanup. 
 
Wally Smith Vacation 
Smith said he would be on vacation from May 15 to June 1st Discussion occurred about the next meeting being 
June 3. Decision by consensus was made to skip June unless there are any red flag items. Next meeting is July 1st. 
Johnson will contact Jeff Taylor about meeting with the group in July instead of in June. 
 
Camp Scholarships 
Johnson said she contacted UNH Extension and Larry Barker informed her as to openings for various types of 
camps.  
 

Motion was made by Johnson to expend $500 for scholarship to Camp Berry, second by Hunt, and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Moosewood Ecological Invoice 
Invoice for ten NRI reports from Moosewood Ecological, LLC was presented. The invoice is for the reproduction of 
the NRI report into clear cover, hard stock back and bound copies for placement around town. 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to pay the Moosewood Ecological Invoice dated April 10, 2019 in the amount 
of $391.30. There was a second by Visser. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
April Roadside Clean-up Results 
Smith spoke about the early pickup of trash bags. Smith said 132 bags were picked up prior to roadside clean-up 
day. Some folks took the trash to the recycling center. And 61 bags were given out on trash cleanup day itself. He 
noted that Monadnock Junior HS helped this year.  
 
Johnson asked about the possibility of having the State Department of Transportation putting up signs about fines 
for littering. There was a discussion about the possibility of pursuing this further but no decision was made. 
 
Cleanup for Mt. Cresson Loop Trail 
Smith passed an email from former member Steve Stepenuck regarding the need for some pruning to help 
remove deadfalls and a large oak tree across the trail. It was noted that the Chair of the Rail Trail Advisory 
Committee, Mike Kowalczyk mkowalczyk1958@gmail.com, might be willing to gather his team for a workday for 
that purpose since the Conservation Commission has contributed financially to Rail Trail maintenance. Johnson 
volunteered to contact Bruce Bohannon and Mike Kowalczyk to ask for help with the Mt. Cresson work. 
 
Carpenter Home Closure 
Discussion was held about the Selectmen coming up with a committee to analyze the need and what kind of 
service might be provided by the Town using the Home facility 
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Southwest Region Planning Commission 
Community meeting announcement was passed out as part of the Age –Focused planning project. Smith 
encouraged members to attend if possible. 
 
Franklin Pierce University Archaeologist Survey Info 
Smith passed out a report about the study which determined that a significant Native American archaeological 
site no longer exists on the site. The dig occurred at the town-owned Riley Conservation Area. 
 
Ashuelot River monitoring program 
Discussion was held about the amount of money to award to Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee (ARLAC) 
for river monitoring. There was a discussion about training sessions and Visser said she would consider the idea of 
attending the session. 
 

Hunt moved to award $150 to ARLAC for river bacteria monitoring. There was a second by Johnson, and 
no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith said $600 was expended for Meadowsend Forest Management. 
 
Eaton Road Permit 
Smith passed out the information from the State of New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 
pertinent to Eaton Road work. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Johnson spoke about website assistance to build a website for this Commission. She referred to a separate 
website for the commission similar to what other communities have. Smith spoke about the possibility of inviting 
Don Skiba to speak about what kind of website he could build for the Commission. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Visser with a second from Johnson. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
5:25 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


